National association regulations put Dutch jumpers at a disadvantage

In this article, I would like to place attention an the problems that many Dutch showjumpers encounter when they want to participate in international competitions. These are problems that foreign participants do not experience.

Based on the national association’s regulations, riders and horsewomen may ride in international CS12* competitions provided they qualify in the 1.35m class nationally. 

To participate in CS13* competitions, participants must qualify nationally in the 1.40m class. Dutch participants who want to show in CS14* and CS15* competitions must qualify nationally in the 1.50m class. However, the restrictions don’t end here.

If riders qualify nationally in the 1.35m class and participate in a CS12 competition, they may only show in the categories organised for classes 1.35m or lower. This means that they may not show in the 1.40m class, let alone in a Grand Prix with 1.45m obstacles. In Belgium for instance, riders are allowed to start the horses in the classes they want and they are not restricted by regulations like the Dutch. The Dutch riders are seriously hindered and put at a disadvantage as a result. The fact is also that competitions are seldom organised in the Netherlands in which riders can end up in the .40m class, making it nearly impossible to accumulate the necessary points. If riders nonetheless want to satisfy the national association’s requirements in order to also be allowed to start at the 1.40m level internationally, they must be willing to travel great distances, something which is not (financially) feasible for many riders. They often only have a couple of horses riding at that level, and thus prefer to go to a national competition close by, with a truck full of young horses. 

If riders decide to defy these rules and show ‘above their level’ anyway, they will be fined (after first receiving a warning), and might ultimately even be subjected to disciplinary sanctions. Moreover, the riders are not only restricted in their choice of competitions, but also in the way they conduct their business, for the following reasons. 

Suppose the owner of a good horse with international qualities approaches a Dutch rider to show that horse in international competitions. If that horse was already qualified to participate in Grand Prize competitions at a CS12 of CS13 level, and this is the owner’s intention, if the rider has not qualified at a 1.40m level nationally, he will have to say the following to his owner: “ Unfortunately, as much as I would like to and am capable of riding your horse at competitions, I am sadly unable to show your horse at the desired level because of national regulations.” There’s a good chance that the owner will then take his horse to another, more experienced rider or one with higher qualifications. The new generation of riders will also have fewer opportunities to move up the ladder as a result. These riders will have to wait a very long time before they reach the desired classification at a national level.       

This therefore begs the question: What purpose do these regulations actually serve? It is definitely understandable and absolutely logical that riders with their 1.40m horses may not show in 1.20m classes. This would not be fair to the competing riders. Proper limits must be set. This is however a different story if a rider wants to show is horse in a 1.40m class even though he has only qualified in the 1.35m class. Dutch riders who are already participating at this level would not want to put their lives or the well-being of their horses at risk, nor will they take any unnecessary risks by ending up competing in a class that is too high and with an inexperienced horse. The riders competing at this level can accurately assess these risks. 

In addition, other countries do not apply these regulations. Like mentioned before, in Belgium, for example, Riders do not face these restrictions. Once they have participated in international competitions, riders are then permitted to show in any desired (higher) categories. This means that they will progress to a higher level much more rapidly than their Dutch counterparts. 

Perhaps it is time for the Dutch association to reconsider these regulations, and to modify them so that they conform to the foreign regulations. 

After all, the current regulations are certainly not benefiting the Dutch equestrian sport. 
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